Opening of 1963 Time Capsule

St. Johns-Ovid Masonic Lodge #105




The new St. Johns Masonic Temple ground-breaking was Sept. 24, 1962. The new
Temple is located at 915 W. State St. St. Johns, Michigan.
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James Spousta is chairman of the buil

MASONIC TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION STARTS — Ground was broken
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The time capsule was placed in the Northeast corner of the new Masonic Temple
building, on October 5, 1963 by the following members listed in the article.
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ing of Mrs Ethel Haan, 38, of
Lansing, who was found in a
ditch on Townsend road the
morning of July 22.

Mrs Haan spent; nmrly, two
weeks in Clinton Mem hos-
‘pﬂ.al recoyering iram several
broken ribs, a puncfured lung
and numerous brulses. Forbes
admitted the beating after he
was arrested July 3¢ and gues-
tioned by sheriff’s officers,

Circuit Judge Leo W. Corkin
passed the sentence subject to
a request by the State De-
partment of Corrections =
| turn Forbes to Jackson prl
serve the remainder of
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entering in ihe nighttime.
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FORBES, A former c¢ity
employee, served two vears of
the sentence before he was
A pnroled from Tonia prison last

June. He has been held in the
county jail on $2,500 bond since
- his arrest. Corrections Depart-
timent officials have indicated
that he will be sent to Jackson
A4S 5000 as arrangements ean
be made.

_Forbes was criginally charg-
{ed with assault with intent to
do great bedlly harm less than
the erime of murder, but the
charge was later' reduced by,
Assistant Prosecutor’ Norman
J. White. St. Johns Attorne:
Jack Walker acted as cour
appointed defense counsel,
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will be assisted by Frederick|s

C. Green, Worshipful Master
of the St. Johns lodge.
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The time capsule was retrieved on Oct 9, 2021 by the following members: Left to right,
Nick Hunt, Dennis Demaray, Devyn Swezey, Robert Blackwell, Dennis Keel, and Tim
Jennings.




The time capsule was opened at a regular lodge meeting held on December 5, 2022.




Lodge members present at the opening were as follows: Front row Left to Right, Dennis
Keel, Tim Jennings, Kim Powell, Robert Blackwell, Justin Longoria, Devyn Swezey,
Clare Applebee, Glenn Ernst. Back row, Left to Right, Ronald Woodruff, Robert Conley
MWPGM, James Pipes, Douglas White, Jim Peck, Nick Hunt. Not pictured, Mark
Crosby, Bill Boyd, Gary “Doc” Bowdler.




The time capsule is a hand-made rectangular box, 16" x 12" x 3". It is made out of
copper sheet metal and soldered together on all edges. Probably made at Burton mixer
by one of the Spousta brothers.

The contents of the time capsule was as follows:

1 set of Blueprints for the building dated April 28, 1960. Drawn by M. Williamson. 8
sheets 24" x 36".

1 LSJ Newspaper dated October 3, 1963 containing an article about the dedication of
the temple building.

1 Clinton County Republican Newspaper dated October 3, 1963 with an article about
the dedication.

1 Masonic World newsletter dated October 1962

1 Copy of By laws of St. Johns Lodge #105

1 Lodge membership roster for 1963

1 Blue Lodge Directory for 1963

1 Directory of Boards, Committees, and Officers of Grand Lodge for 1963

1 Letter written by Henry W. Deller, Lodge secretary, listing the chronology and data
pertaining to the building of the temple from start to finish.

7






NORTH CLINTON AVENUE

st Johns Lodge, No. 105, F. & A M
St. Johns, Michigan
Chartared Jasuacy, A D 1858 .
406 E. Buchanon St
o Telephone 224-2468
Sscretary

Temple here in St Johns, and which is being

Deta perteining to the Building of & Mascnic

Ugdicated October 5 156, =58
our own was first conceived on & chance :-en‘ﬁrk made Eydﬁ =
Women who happened to ‘belong to the locel Chepter of the Eastern S‘{:s_r' - 'Ehe remerked,
tyhy dont you build— surely if Belding end Grend Ledge can, St. Johns c.an.t T
Prior to this time there had been at lesst four attempts to obtein iutel_'ei e
bers to start & bullding of their own. This has gone on for more than sixty yeer

because of the politics of certain influentiel members who epparently for their own
selfish needs elways put & stop to any further progress.

One mast remember that during the fifty or more years shead of the second World War,
not too meny owned sutomobiles — only the wealthy few - this meant thet most of the
people of this Town worked in onme form or another for the few wealthy or Merchants of
ihe Tewn - this =£ made it easy o smother any building plan the few did not went.

The idee %0 paild & Temple of

After the Wer finished moee and more of the little people began to own sutomobiles and
Jooked further afield for work, especielly where meges were more atiractive. This meant
that the inTluence of the few began to dwindle, however they were down but not cut and

S0 when the proposal for this building ceme up, they did not openly oppose it but work—
through the disstaff side of the Masons.

T tock the suggestion for a building to the Worshipful Master — Brother Kermit McAlvey
he thought it a8 good one. During my telks with some of the members of the foregoing
idee, somecne remarked that Brother Dorr Anderson had said at one time " that if the
Hﬂsnm‘s ever got serious about building & Temple he would donate the land for it". The
Worshipful Mester &nd myself immediately got on the phone a called up Ero. Ander; n end
asgeg“ :Ltt;as true and he said yes. We asked if he had time to come over to th: Ezae
&nd discu i

pmﬁsntcmsms. e matter, he did come &nd offered us the choice of two sites, we chose the

With the land teken care of it was necessary tc obtsin the
: a] an
the next Reguler we obtained permission to start a2 drive i‘crpgfzgzisor shepien Al

In the past it had been the rule to c¢all & meetin
g = 1 g to try and find mejori
of the brothers favored e building project, this usually ended :p w(i“tl; :io:t t.wl:r:lty
welve

called & meeting of the current office:
g ficers of St. Jol
Sinanes Comntiters Anseriyafit suelieled and forsed Uhn fo11oning Gamnttises
Gralling and stor it s s oo Tubeislbys Conmiupuction) e
gimple Bs it gounds bgéaua ting end Electrical, - incident): t.kr;g, ik Carpenteriug;
S e a:e& lot of those appointed dit nuf:y,h ey did not function as
s becane quite active for ug Vioeh tb:e“ upt;t all - however
€ months,

Before I go too far I wish to

5 stat
fielfl, which covered almoat £if . Zhat,bemu“ 4
This waes Necessary, becsuse with e

:‘w former background in the Building
© entertain the idea of building
€ of the others had mich lmowludg;;

wes eble
few exceptions, norn




AVENUE

NORTH CLINTON

St Johns Lodge, No. 105, F. & A M.
§t. Johns, Michigan

aced fumusry, A Do, 1838

400 E. Buchanon 3.
Tolephone 2242408

G
with the job of

aaddled
1t did heppen

how

d how mich

the total mininum cost an
end materiels the two committes's
ge Cerds and gnvelopes alsc that s letter
drawn tp, which was done there and then. Thesa instructions
& Pledge of kind money or monsey oo demend, We recelved
wars from 75, the smount from esch was encouraging
not meke & decision with such & smsll amount, — incidently, some of
mede have never besn honored to this date — snd so it wes decided tq
1, giving more information ss te what it wonld eosb to buy the bullding
fifty years, the costs necessary to bring it up to & proper
sppearance, It wes figured that the old building would totsel
n require an sutlay of 46,000.00 plus free labor
over cost to complete. Of courss had we decilded
the old building we would have had renting of Stores on ths street floor to our credit
the otherhend we would have had e largs City Tex to content with high insurance the
rden of vaceneies repairs to keep the building up end the heating of same. The new
less to heat; meintenence almost nil; no City Taxes have & parking
from the noise snd bustle of the City Street.

d obtained as to
: edges;cs. 1
from the printers,

ted for more th
for habitation
0 wheress the new temple would
meterials bought at wholesale or 10%

Temple would cost
Lot of our own 8nd away

To this appeel we received more pledges snd cash making & total of 13,900.00(approx¥
to this about 101 out of 285 members subscribed. To this amcunt we eddided the cash
derived from the sale of the Lodge Eonds in theif Building Fund, the Templs Assoclation
geve their Bonds etc; we received some money from & legacy from the estate of & former
member; we sponsored a Circus which netted §534.00, this gave us @ grend totsl of

$19,746.00 of ell tgpes of pledges] I almost forgot, the O. E. S. gave us $500.00 in Bonds
of this emount. We called & general committee mesting end from that meeting it wes
de =d that three of the Brothers, James Spousta; Henry Deller snf Floyd Permeles

negotiate & lcen from the local Sank in the emcunt of $20,000.00, in this we were success—

fu]l and so the building was ordered started.

should

With the decision made I was requested to seek firm bids on the mein censtruction and
Foundstion. We had one bld from the one who had given us one before and he had cut it
from & tentative $25.000.00 to $21,700,00 which was quite a drop, Ancther Contractor
from Iansing requested to allow him to bid, you will understand our surprise when his

bid was opmened and his offer was $17,875.00, it was decided to let the job to him.

A steel roof bid was sought and accepted, the Ground was broken the third Monday of
September 1962, the roof was put on the end of November { we hed a wonderful dry Fell,
otherwise it woild have been stopped) the heating Plent was in by the end of Jenuery,
1963 and we moved the entire furnishings from the 0ld Temple &nd vacated same on Februsry
1963. The Terplers held the first Installation in the building soon efter.

At the beginning we had & lot of the brothers
also the laying &f the
Saturdays end parts of

Getting back to the period of construction.
willing to help and did when we set up the steel beams end posta
woodén jolsts and sub floor — they worked evenings with fleres;

Sundays,

One thing we did not benk on and that was that St. Johns now came under Michigen State

10



NORTH CLINTON AVENUE

Page

st. Johns Lodge, No. 105, F. & A. DM
St Johns, Michigan
T
406 E. Buchanan Su
Telsphone 224-2466

e were subject to was local which
tocd up. This almost

only code w
long as the walls =8
more Plumber

to three years ago the
than do ms you please =o

ject because although we had four or e in the Lodge nono

D e sed Plumbers not were there. any: liosted UournayimstesThis icenged ue jbo
o ameons to ohtaln & permit e install thaspanbing. ACtera LSt SERLE SR
cted expense we finally made it.

4 mention that we had three members
tion and did so ‘o such an

going on further with this story I mmwda shoul

Joecal Commandery who seriously oppesed the construc

thet they campaizned throughout the Ordera, iespscially sthrough thaiives of our

vaers, spreading dissstisfasisénn, mostly untruths or suggestive unbruth to dg all in

pewar to stop the building, infact one of these who was & membar of the Temple

when we had decided to break ground, forgot himselt and sald mt thot mseting —
The names of the three men

intend to step it, they will have to work fast™.
Southwell and Albert E. Garey.

william D. Badley; Basil K.

arej

When the masonry was built up to the first floor level and it had besn agreed the breothers
would install the Stesl Posts and Beams also the wood joists and sub—flooring there was
there was guite & number anxious to help. The Spousta family tock charge of Lhe skkexx
stocl work and with the mid of a drzen more or so did finally get that part brought

te fruition.
We had another bad set back. The only member of our Lodge wh

Burk who woo one of the chief supporteras of the project, in fact

he was appointed head of the construction division. He came tc me during the second week
of the construction end informed me that he was afraid he eonld not spend any time on
the work becsuse he would be too busy, This was brought about becsuse his Wife ordered
him not to. One of our Lady's overheard the wife of Ikm member wWilliem D. Bailey tell
Mrs. Rurk that she would be a fool to allow her husband work on the building, that he
would do all and get no credit. He himself is a good "Joe"™ and 1 feel sorry for him
but I certainly did not at thet particuler time.

o be clasified as a2 builder

was Brother Hurold J.

now,

T+ was at this time I was compelled to assume the position ms director and consultant
in a1l phases of the Building trade. I acknowledge that T felt myself qualified. I had
spent more than forty years in most feilds of the Trade, but all this added on top of
Executive Secretary; Cheirmsn of the Purchasing Committee placed a heavy burden on me.

It was decided at the regular Board meeting that we would vacate the old guarters and

mowe inte the new February 28,1962. We obtained Special Dispensation to hold Communications

in an unfinished building from the Grand Lodge.

There was gquite a flurry of activity to get certain work done, which wes done by the few
faithful. Soon after this was done work almost stopped. The Lights were on & temporgry
footing, the heating was not quite complete but was livable. Then the Commandery decided
4o use the rooms for their Installation, in some respects this helped because members

of the Commandery had to get busy on their own and mske thinks presentable. After this
affalr work did stop. The Farmers of our order which were many and were our hest support—
ers had to start getting their fields in order. InMay 1962 it was decided to make & fresh

start and try to get the ceilings started. One Brother offered to put up the Grid Work
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Lodge, No. 105, F. & A. M.

St Johns, Michigan
» o, e

408 E. Buchanan St

Talsphone Z24-2460

St Johns

Charimeed deauwivs

b,
the Summer months by uping evesry Fridey svenings
nro tem Junior Werden.

sed me a 1ot of extra work slso eallin up men to get their
the work. We recelved guite & help from Brothera; Merlin
L ter; Lleyd Atkinson — this Pest Magter has helped in
.0 the finish ef the bullding without eomplaining—
Jemas Spousta sentrlbuted soms time, but

nday night 80 thelr

fake Cottages untlil Su
pome Iridays-

help during
this was Brother Doynes Heuer our

John, Jegseph and
iday nighta te thelr
even the ons in charge skipped
ing perty- Thia waa the
he thought th=t 1£ T

be depended upon,

asme time T decided to start a Tnesday Afterncon worlk

T aver 4id heseuss thare were Four or five Oldsters w

truct them they would be only teo willing to come syvary Tuegday. 1 am Semi—

oms Lo teks every Fridey Off. It was at first
Eact

=

the work myself they began o ceteh om, in
k mnd spon begsn to some in pther days
gan to push ma, with
Frank D. Coykendsll
myaelf EYyears.

ooy
mSTning®

C
retired and made arrangemsnts with oy
I weg sble to deo
take gquite an interest 1in the wor.
A Wherees bhefore I was pushing them they scon be
asuch remarks ss "what's next™. The names of these are Brothers;
75 yesps; A. Gayle Vauconsant €6 yesrs; Merlyn F. Bleck, 8r. &6 yeBTrs;
ther who worked afternoons and would come snytime whan callied in ths
the eerly stages cf the

e
Russell Welsh, this brother had dene quite & lot of work in

alow
they beg
by themselves.

o

twe weeks sgo nothing furthsr had been dons on the Elestrical work. It wes
Black =aid would I consent if he went &nd telked to his
Trving Eetcn who was the enalp=
nim to come in and eomplete the
k the deownetairs was
amount of

building.

I'p until
gt this stage when Ero,
~elstive, Bro. Charles L. Zigler—wko had habped Bro.
men of that ssecticn of the construction — and asked
downstair lighting, neturslly I agreecd and in lss=s then & wee
Finished. At this time Brother John N. Williame who had elso dene 8 small
the temporary lighting came to me and said thaet after Laber Day he would be through

with his Boy Scout meiivities and would get the mein fleor sterted end that if sufi-

icent help could be hed that he would get the lighting ecompleted by Dediesatlon Dey.

T Gid not at that time believe he could méke it but he hes with lots of free help

Trem brothers: Fred Hensen; Lloyd Atkinson; Wilbur Thurstonj Otte Thurston; Merlin
Surk; John Petroj Johh Spousts; Merlyn Black; Gayle Veuconsant;j mysellfy lrying Fatonj
Jack Allen; George Black;James SpoustajGerald Popsj;Marvin BissellijKermit lchlveys;

Son; Frank Coykendall.

and several of the sons of the members.also Russell Welsh end his
The cement work st ezch of the entrences was dmmmxigmwmx denated and done by Rua=zell

Wejsh; Merlym Eleck and Frank Coykendall.

If i+ had not been for the feithful few whose names are mentioned above the work would
T wish to state that one Lady,Mrs. Charles Dickénson has been

have gone on for yeEars.
a great help in obtaining funds and getiing certain of the men falks tc contribute

-

their labor.
After 211 the promises of thecse who never did intend to contribute the money pledged
or labor pledged and thosa obstructionists who did all in their power to slow the Jjob
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Fage 5

St. Johns Lodge, No. 105, F. & A. M.
St. Johna, Michigan

B e

406 E. Buchanan St

Talaphons $24-2488

down, I am h:vm_; to have played my part in furthering Mesonry in Olinton County and
especially St. Johns, to help ruture generations yet to come to enjoy Mesonry
for what it means to this Country of ours snd aes it heo done xhx in the past setur—
Iest T forget, T must not forget the free labor that was contrituted by one of cur

iea.
Fellowereft — Drother Arilhur J. Gornell who installed modt ¢f the Plumbing Fixtures.

Frateroally yours,
Heury W. Dellar, Secretary Blue Lodge and
President of the St. Johns Temple Assceiation

P.S. I must thank Brothers Raymond Xeks Eick; Albert Northouse; Mitchell Hyler:

Clifford Lumbert for theid part in Painting and Tile laying.
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St. Johns-Ovid Masonic Lodge #105 charter dated December 3, 1857. Note: St
merged with Ovid #127 in 1999.




Original St. Johns Masonic Temple at 29 1/2 Clinton Avenue above Allison
Jewelry/Hicks Dry Goods, currently Main Street Cafe. Dedicated Oct 11, 1909. The
Lodge meeting place from 1857 to 1909 is unknown at this time.

Picture of inside of original Temple building.

St. Johns, Michigan
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The St. Johns-Ovid Masonic Lodge #105 officers for 2023 are as follows: WM Dennis
Demaray, PM, SW Tim Jennings, JW James Pipes, SD Nick Hunt, JD Kim Powell,
Treasurer Mark Crosby, PM, Secretary Dennis Keel, PM, Chaplain Ronald Woodruff,
PM, Marshal Clare Applebee, PM, Tiler Eddie Light, Acting Tiler Glenn Ernst, Stewards
Justin Longoria, Devyn Swezey, Robert Blackwell, Jim Peck.
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kDel'mis Demaray

.', Tim Jennings

Worshipful Master

Senior Warden
‘1‘ James Pipes Junilor Warden
\ Mark Crosby Treasurer
| Dennis Keel Secretary

Nick Hunt Senior Deacon
{

Kim Powell

Junior Deacon
Clare Applebee Marshal

Robert Blackwell Senior Steward

Not pictured

Ronald Woodruff Chaplain

Eddie Light Tiler

St. Johns_o s
2023 Lodge #105V1d

For more information contact the Grand Lodge of Michigan at:
https://michiganmasons.org  or

https://michiganmasons.org/about-michigan-masons/

The Temple rededication ceremony and reinterment of the time capsule took place on
Oct 21, 2023, at 3:00 PM.

MWGM Larry Judson presided over the ceremony.

17



michiganmasens.org




WM Dennis Demaray presented the working tools to Secretary Dennis Keel.

v

The following Grand Lodge Officers of Michigan attended in full regalia. Left to right in
the photo below were Mark Gonyea GS, Gerald Millar GS, Terry Troutt GJD, David
Boring Grand Treasurer, Thomas Braun GL, James Huff JGW, William Sauget SGW,
Larry Judson Grand Master, Eugene Abbaticchio DGM, William Finkel Grand Secretary,
Roger Moore Grand Tiler, Butch Redinger GS, and Craig Lehrke Musician.

Officers in the second photo below were left to right, Gerald Millar, Terry Troutt, Mark
Gonyea, Thomas Braun, and David Boring.

Members of the audience donned appropriate rain gear for the inclement weather.
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The following St. Johns-Ovid Lodge members attended the ceremony: Dennis Demaray
WM, Mark Crosby Treasurer, Dennis Keel Secretary, Nick Hunt Senior Deacon, Glenn
Ernst Acting Tiler, Robert Crosby PM, Rev. Stephen Weinberger, Jonn Demaray PM,
John Williamson, Devyn Swezey Steward, and newly made Master Mason Ryan Lynch.

The following items were included in the 2023 time capsule as follows:

One 1857 U.S. penny, one 2023 Liberty Silver Dollar, one 1957-D Franklin half dollar,
one 1958 Franklin half dollar, one copy of the 1867 By-Laws, one recent copy of the St.
Johns-Ovid #105 By-Laws, one Masonic medallion, one copy of the last Clinton County
News published on March 26, 2023, one copy of the Lansing State Journal dated
October 15, 2023, one copy of The Wall Street Journal dated October 16, 2023.

Print publicatlon to cease e

he




-“-""h‘wm At

Respectfully submitted by:
Glenn Ernst, PM, St. Johns-Ovid Lodge #105 F.& A.M. of Michigan

Clinton County Historical Society Director/Trustee
23
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 Nightelub |
- Owner Kills
Lee Oswald

Sell-Appointed Assassin Rushes
Through Security Guard to Take
Prisoner’s Life: Held for Murder
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