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Opening of 1963 Time Capsule 

St. Johns-Ovid Masonic Lodge #105 
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The new St. Johns Masonic Temple ground-breaking was Sept. 24, 1962. The new 
Temple is located at 915 W. State St. St. Johns, Michigan. 
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The time capsule was placed in the Northeast corner of the new Masonic Temple 
building, on October 5, 1963 by the following members listed in the article. 
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The time capsule was retrieved on Oct 9, 2021 by the following members: Left to right, 
Nick Hunt, Dennis Demaray, Devyn Swezey, Robert Blackwell, Dennis Keel, and Tim 
Jennings. 
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The time capsule was opened at a regular lodge meeting held on December 5, 2022.   
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Lodge members present at the opening were as follows: Front row Left to Right, Dennis 
Keel, Tim Jennings, Kim Powell, Robert Blackwell, Justin Longoria, Devyn Swezey, 
Clare Applebee, Glenn Ernst. Back row, Left to Right, Ronald Woodruff, Robert Conley 
MWPGM, James Pipes, Douglas White, Jim Peck, Nick Hunt. Not pictured, Mark 
Crosby, Bill Boyd, Gary “Doc” Bowdler.   
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The time capsule is a hand-made rectangular box, 16" x 12" x 3". It is made out of 
copper sheet metal and soldered together on all edges. Probably made at Burton mixer 
by one of the Spousta brothers.  

 

 

 

The contents of the time capsule was as follows: 

1 set of Blueprints for the building dated April 28, 1960. Drawn by M. Williamson. 8 
sheets 24" x 36". 

1 LSJ Newspaper dated October 3, 1963 containing an article about the dedication of 
the temple building.  

1 Clinton County Republican Newspaper dated October 3, 1963 with an article about 
the dedication. 

1 Masonic World newsletter dated October 1962 

1 Copy of By laws of St. Johns Lodge #105 

1 Lodge membership roster for 1963 

1 Blue Lodge Directory for 1963 

1 Directory of Boards, Committees, and Officers of Grand Lodge for 1963 

1 Letter written by Henry W. Deller, Lodge secretary, listing the chronology and data 
pertaining to the building of the temple from start to finish.  
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St. Johns-Ovid Masonic Lodge #105 charter dated December 3, 1857. Note: St. Johns 
merged with Ovid #127 in 1999. 
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Original St. Johns Masonic Temple at 29 1/2 Clinton Avenue above Allison 
Jewelry/Hicks Dry Goods, currently Main Street Cafe. Dedicated Oct 11, 1909. The 
Lodge meeting place from 1857 to 1909 is unknown at this time. 

 

 

 

Picture of inside of original Temple building. 
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The St. Johns-Ovid Masonic Lodge #105 officers for 2023 are as follows: WM Dennis 
Demaray, PM, SW Tim Jennings, JW James Pipes, SD Nick Hunt, JD Kim Powell, 
Treasurer Mark Crosby, PM, Secretary Dennis Keel, PM, Chaplain Ronald Woodruff, 
PM, Marshal Clare Applebee, PM, Tiler Eddie Light, Acting Tiler Glenn Ernst, Stewards 
Justin Longoria, Devyn Swezey, Robert Blackwell, Jim Peck.    
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For more information contact the Grand Lodge of Michigan at: 

https://michiganmasons.org     or 

https://michiganmasons.org/about-michigan-masons/ 

 

 

The Temple rededication ceremony and reinterment of the time capsule took place on 
Oct 21, 2023, at 3:00 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MWGM Larry Judson presided over the ceremony.  
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WM Dennis Demaray presented the working tools to Secretary Dennis Keel.  

 

 

 

 

 

The following Grand Lodge Officers of Michigan attended in full regalia. Left to right in 
the photo below were Mark Gonyea GS, Gerald Millar GS, Terry Troutt GJD, David 
Boring Grand Treasurer, Thomas Braun GL, James Huff JGW, William Sauget SGW, 
Larry Judson Grand Master, Eugene Abbaticchio DGM, William Finkel Grand Secretary, 
Roger Moore Grand Tiler, Butch Redinger GS, and Craig Lehrke Musician.  

 

 

Officers in the second photo below were left to right, Gerald Millar, Terry Troutt, Mark 
Gonyea, Thomas Braun, and David Boring.  

 

Members of the audience donned appropriate rain gear for the inclement weather. 
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The following St. Johns-Ovid Lodge members attended the ceremony: Dennis Demaray 
WM, Mark Crosby Treasurer, Dennis Keel Secretary, Nick Hunt Senior Deacon, Glenn 
Ernst Acting Tiler, Robert Crosby PM, Rev. Stephen Weinberger, Jonn Demaray PM, 
John Williamson, Devyn Swezey Steward, and newly made Master Mason Ryan Lynch. 

 

 

The following items were included in the 2023 time capsule as follows: 

 One 1857 U.S. penny, one 2023 Liberty Silver Dollar, one 1957-D Franklin half dollar, 
one 1958 Franklin half dollar, one copy of the 1867 By-Laws, one recent copy of the St. 
Johns-Ovid #105 By-Laws, one Masonic medallion, one copy of the last Clinton County 
News published on March 26, 2023, one copy of the Lansing State Journal dated 
October 15, 2023, one copy of The Wall Street Journal dated October 16, 2023. 
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Respectfully submitted by: 

Glenn Ernst, PM, St. Johns-Ovid Lodge #105 F.& A.M. of Michigan 

Clinton County Historical Society Director/Trustee 
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Editors note: On November 22, 1963, one month after the Masonic Temple dedication, 
our 35th President of the United States, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, was assassinated in 
Dallas, Texas during a presidential motorcade. The course of history was changed 
forever. 

 

 


